
 8 9 
 

Winning two honours 
this season is Josh 
Cake. The new arrival 
from Melbourne has 
taken home the 
awards for Best 
Cabaret and Most 
Prolific Artist. Claudia 
Belli reviews. 
 

Josh Cake 
 
 
Australian newcomer Josh 
Cake presented our judges 
with no choice for the prize 
of Most Prolific Artist. He 
has featured weekly at Au 
Chat Noir, Le Relais de la 
Huchette, Aux Trois 
Mailletz, Le Bistrot des 
Artistes, and Culture 
Rapide, not to mention 
featuring at dozens of 
special events, including 
Peter Deaves’ acclaimed 
concert series at Berkeley 
Books of Paris, the 
performance art shows of 
Newens and Selwyn, and 
the Bordel de la Poésie. 

While we typically print 
each artist’s full list of 
audited performances, 
Cake’s quasi-Biblical litany 
over the past twelve 
months must be abridged 
in the interest of space. 
 
Cake stunned our judges 
with his unrelenting 
production of original 
works, on a weekly, and 
often daily, basis. These 
ranged from his mainstay 
repertoire of solo comic 
songs and stand-up, to 
poetry, sketches, serious 
songs, performance art, as 
well as a number of 
collaborative and 
interdisciplinary pieces. 
 
His mature sense of taste 
shone in his selection of 
work for each context. 
This was most prominently 
on display in the weeks 
following the November 13 
attacks. His French 
translation of a New 
Zealand ballad united both 
English and French 

speaking audience 
members at Open Secret 
the following Wednesday, 
while his commitment to 
bringing laughter to 
audiences amid our pain 
over the following weeks 
was handled with 
commendable honesty 
and sensitivity. 
 
Cake’s passion for social 
issues has appeared 
throughout his work, 
particularly in his stand-up. 
His fierce criticism of 
sexism, including calling 
out harassment within the 
arts community of Paris, 
sets an example to other 
male artists on how to be a 
true ally to women. 
 
This translated excerpt 
from an interview with 
François Durand of 
Humour Nouveau captures 
the typically blunt 
Australian attitude that 
Cake demonstrates 
whenever he stands up for 
women. Durand was 

asking Cake about the risk 
that he had taken by 
publicly calling out 
harassment. 
 
Durand: Are you not afraid 
of burning bridges? 
Cake: I don’t want to hold 
onto a bridge made of shit. 
 
(Humour Nouveau, 2015. 
Used with permission.) 

 
Josh Cake is the whole 
package. As a performer, 
he is virtuosic in his 
comedic intelligence, his 
musical dexterity, and his 
control of an audience. As 
a man, he is a tirelessly 
outspoken feminist ally, an 
inspiring and sincere 
leader, and extremely 
hard-working – prolific, 
even.  


